
RUSSELL ROAD SIDEWALK STUDY

PUBLIC WORKSHOP

May 12, 2026
Eagle Point Elementary School



MEETING AGENDA

1. Introductions

2. Project Background

3. Existing Conditions

4. Recap of Previous Public Survey

5. Instructions for Activity



Introductions & Project Background



PROJECT BACKGROUND
• Improve pedestrian connections along Russell Road (Western Avenue to Front Avenue)
• Focus on the possibility of adding sidewalks and associated improvements (ADA compliant curb ramps, etc.)
• Connect residents of adjacent neighborhoods to each other
• Provide access to destinations along Krumkill Road and Western Avenue



PROJECT BACKGROUND
• Previous recommendations from City of Albany Bicycle and Pedestrian Master Plan:

• Sidewalks on both sides
• Bike boulevard (shared roadway for bicycles and vehicles)



Existing Conditions



Existing 
Pavement 
Width

• Widths vary from 20’ to 36’

• Middle of corridor is the 
most constrained



Existing 
Right-of-Way

• Widths vary from 35’ to 50’

• Northern stretch of 
corridor is the most 
constrained



Existing Utilities

• Mostly utility poles with 
some traffic lights and 
pedestrian signals

• Utility poles much more 
common on north (even) 
side



City of Albany Sidewalk Maintenance Policy

The addition of sidewalks would allow for pedestrians to safely traverse this 
section of Russell Road and add a uniform aesthetic to the streetscape. With 
the addition of sidewalks comes the responsibility of keeping them clear of 
litter, debris, and excessive accumulation of any kind, as well as keeping the 
sidewalks clear of snow and ice during the winter months. These 
maintenance efforts are necessary to ensure that the sidewalks remain safe 
and clean for the neighbors and anyone using them.



Recap of Previous Public Survey



Key Insights from 
Respondents

• Survey distributed in person to houses on 
Russell Road and via email in summer/fall 
2025

• 97% (139) support sidewalks on Russell 
Road

• 63% (91) live on Russell Road



Key Insights from Respondents

The 4 respondents (3%) who did not support sidewalks said:

• "I would only support it if it doesn't impact the woods that [border] on Russell 

road."

• "I don’t want more concrete taking up lawn space."

• "We don’t need more lawns and trees taken down."

• "A sidewalk would encroach on my front lawn and reduce parking options."



Key Insights from 
Respondents

• More respondents (32%) prefer a 
sidewalk on the odd (SE) side over the 
even (NW) (29%)

• 11% (16) who live along Russell Road have 
inconsistent access to a car 

• 10% (15) who live along Russell Road are 
disabled, with 6 using mobility devices



Instructions for Activity



INSTRUCTIONS FOR 
ACTIVITY:

1. Look over rollout map

2. Use sticky notes to make location-
specific comments

3. Use comment cards to make other 
comments

CONTACTS:

Carrie Ward
Project Manager
Transportation Council
cward@capitalmpo.org
(518) 458-2161

Lisa Ramundo
Commissioner
Albany County Department of Public Works
DPW@albanycountyny.gov
(518) 765-2055
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