
 
 

Human Services Transportation Advisory Committee  
Meeting Notes 

Monday November 10, 2025 at 2:00 PM 
 

Attendance 

Name Title Representing 
Martin Hull Director of Regional Planning Transportation Council 
Judy Dahoda-Taylor Deputy Director Saratoga County Office for 

the Aging 
Kathryn Carroll Disability & Program 

Coordinator 
Association on Aging in New 
York  

Brian Monaco Director of Employment & 
Transportation Services 

Center for Disability Services 

Albert Karoly Chairman Clifton Park Highway Safety 
Committee 

Carrie Blanchard Senior Resource Specialist Town of Colonie Senior 
Resources Department 

Audrey Burneson Associate Capital Program 
Analyst – Planning Supervisor 

NYSDOT Region 1 Planning 

Denise Figueroa Executive Director Independent Living Center of 
the Hudson Valley 

Divya Duraisamy New York Public Health 
Fellow III 

Mechanicville Area 
Community Services Center 

Toufiq Zahan System Specialist NYSDOT Public 
Transportation Bureau 

Ethan Warren Senior Planner Capital District Transportation 
Authority 

Alexis Soto ADA Certification Manager Capital District Transportation 
Authority 

Donna Stressel Outpatient Therapy 
Department 

Sunnyview Rehabilitation 
Hospital 

Adam McCarvill Transportation Planner Transportation Council 
Leah Rye Administrative Specialist Transportation Council 

 

1. Welcome/Introductions 



Meeting started at 2:06 PM. Martin Hull introduced himself and asked those attending in person 
to introduce themselves. Martin read the names and affiliations of the virtual attendees.  
 

2. Public Comment 

Kathryn Carroll shared that she has been very involved with a group called Capital District 
Partners for Accessible Public Transportation, which has been meeting monthly in Troy, NY. It’s a 
group of people, mainly with disabilities, which is interested in having a two-way dialogue with 
CDTA and advocating for more accessible public transportation overall. Members of this group 
are interested in getting to know the Transportation Council better and would be very interested 
in a joint meeting at some point. 
 

3. Discussion on the impact of federal policy and funding changes on human services for 
people with disabilities – Kathryn Carroll, Disability & Program Coordinator at the 
Association on Aging in New York  

 
The Association on Aging in New York is a membership association for area agencies on aging. 
The goal of the Association is to support the aging services network and advocate for its 
members. Kathryn’s particular focus is on aging and disability together.  
 
The most striking example of policy impacting human services came earlier this year with the 
DEI (diversity, equity and inclusion) reviews initiated by DOGE (Department of Government 
Efficiency). One program that was caught up in this review process was AmeriCorps. In some 
counties, an AAA (area agency on aging) uses AmeriCorps Seniors to reimburse volunteers who 
transport people to medical appointments or deliver meals. Because of the DEI review process, 
contracts were sometimes held up until changes required by DOGE were made. This threat was 
compounded by the fact that volunteer drivers are difficult to find in the first place.  
 
There are funding implications related to staffing as well. The Administration for Community 
Living (ACL) has been reduced and staff have been moved elsewhere. In the case of Aging and 
Disability Services, employees are now categorized under the Administration for Children and 
Families. In addition to reorganization, there have been significant reductions in force at many 
agencies, including the Department of Education.  
 
The federal government provides about $90 million to New York State for aging services. New 
York State provides $230 million, and county governments provide more than $320 million. This 
is called an overmatch, which means that the counties are going beyond their obligation to 
receive federal and state funds.  
 
The structure for aging services funding comes through the Older Americans Act. The last time 
that Act was reauthorized was 2020. There is an Older Americans Reauthorization Act of 2025 
bill currently under consideration at the federal level. If the Act is reauthorized, the 



reauthorization period would last until 2030 and would increase funding by 18% over the next 
four years.   
 
There is currently a federal funding stream for independent living. There is a proposal to have 
certain other programs (such as the Council on Developmental Disabilities and the University 
Centers for Excellence in Developmental Disabilities) fall under this funding stream instead of 
their own, and New York State would then get to decide whether to continue to fund these 
programs.  
 
The Commission for the Blind has not received their federal funding yet, and presumably 
ACCES-VR (Vocational Rehabilitation) has not either. It was also previously planned that funding 
for independent living for older individuals who are blind was going to be cut from the federal 
budget, which was concerning.  
 
Two sources of federal funding that have been held up due to the government shutdown are 
SNAP (Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program) and HEAP (Home Energy Assistance 
Program). SNAP serves about one in eight Americans and is a major piece of the nation’s social 
safety net. It costs about $8 billion per month to fund, and the average monthly benefit is about 
$190 per person. About 80% of households that receive SNAP benefits are households with 
children, a disabled person, or an older adult.  
 
LIHEAP (Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program) helps low-income households cover 
their energy bills. In addition to the impact on funding, the entire staff of the division of energy 
assistance at the Administration for Children and Families had their jobs cut earlier this year. In 
response to this issue with HEAP, the Association on Aging issued a press release to highlight 
how difficult this is for older adults in particular. Money that had been allocated to AAAs to 
address unmet need is now being used to fill the gaps that have been created by the lack of 
access to SNAP and HEAP.  
 
Anyone with questions or requests for more information can reach out to Kathryn at: 
kathryn@agingny.org  
 

4. NYSDOT solicitation for FTA Section 5311 Formula Grants for Rural Area Program 
anticipated awards in June 

Martin Hull shared that award letters went out to recipients of the latest round of this funding in 
October.  
 

5. NYSDOT solicitation for FTA Section 5310 Enhanced Mobility of Seniors and Individuals 
with Disabilities expected out this fall 

Martin Hull shared that the deadline for submitting proposals for this program was postponed 
until the beginning of December. Toufiq Zahan shared that Dec. 5th is the new due date. Martin 

https://www.acces.nysed.gov/vr
https://agingny.org/federal-shutdown-freezes-heating-help-older-new-yorkers-face-dangerous-winter-without-heap/
mailto:kathryn@agingny.org


indicated that staff from the Transportation Council attended the webinar for evaluators last 
week, and is getting ready to review and rank the proposals when they come in. 
 

6. Olmstead Plan Update status  

Martin Hull shared updates on behalf of Carrie Ward. The subcommittees for the update to the 
Olmstead Plan presented their strategies to the Most Integrated Setting Coordination Council 
(MISCC) on Oct. 7th. NYSDOT was co-chair of the transportation subcommittee. The 
transportation goal was to develop public and specialized transportation in rural communities. 
Specific objectives are to recommend service improvements, to assess microtransit viability, and 
to explore benefits of multi-county regionalization of transit services to assess regionalization. 
The final full draft of the Olmstead update is due to be released by Dec. 31st.  
 
Kathryn Carroll commented that she gives the transportation subcommittee credit because it 
seems like they were able to combine two goals into one.  
 

7. Albany County pedestrian infrastructure Transition Plan 

Martin Hull shared updates on behalf of Carrie Ward. Albany County staff have begun fieldwork 
to collect data on the condition of Albany County’s infrastructure. The County and 
Transportation Council plan to put together a draft plan for public review in February.  
 

8. Capital Region Vision Zero Safety Action Plan 

Martin Hull shared updates on behalf of Carrie Ward. The Transportation Council adopted the 
Plan at its September Policy Board meeting. It identifies locations where infrastructure 
improvements could most reduce serious crashes and also identifies policies and processes that 
could do the same. The Plan can be found online. Martin read some of the goals of the Plan to 
the group. 
 
Kathryn Carroll shared an experience relevant to the goals of the Plan. Her partner is a 
wheelchair user who was hit by a car in September while out walking their dog. He was okay as 
the car had just grazed them, but because of her partner’s disability, it was initially difficult to 
know how much damage had been done, so medical attention was sought. Ambulance services 
do not anticipate transporting people with their wheelchairs, so sometimes people that use a 
mobility device may be in a situation where they need to leave it behind while being transported 
to the hospital, and then someone else needs to figure out a way to transport the mobility 
device to the hospital. These are complicating factors that highlight the importance of the goals 
of the Vision Zero project. 
 

9. News Around the Table 

Martin Hull shared that the Governor’s Traffic Safety Committee has created a card for people 
who have difficulty hearing to carry in their cars. The card contains a series of graphics that a 

https://www.capitalregionvisionzero.org/


person can point to if they are having difficulty communicating with a police officer. A similar 
card used by the City of Rochester, NY, can be viewed HERE. 
 
Kathryn Carroll shared that through their conversations with CDTA, the Capital District Partners 
for Accessible Public Transportation has been able to have volunteers with disabilities attend 
driver trainings for CDTA, to share their own experience of being disabled public transit users 
and pedestrians. A survey is being offered to the CDTA drivers to get their feedback on the 
volunteers’ presence and shared experiences at the trainings. 
 
Next Meeting – TBD 

Martin Hull indicated that the Human Services Transportation Advisory Committee will continue 
meeting on a schedule of once every three months in 2026. Martin will be sending out an email 
to suggest and gather feedback on days of the week and times of day that would work well for 
the meetings. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 2:45 PM. 

https://www.cityofrochester.gov/sites/default/files/2024-08/24%20Deaf%20visor%20alert%20card.jpg
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