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Christina Akey Public Health Educator NYS Department of Health 
Ethan Townsend Transportation Planner Capital Region Transportation Council  
Martin Hull Director of Regional Planning Capital Region Transportation Council  
Parker Morris Transportation Planner Capital Region Transportation Council  
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AGENDA ITEMS  

1. Welcome & Introductions 

Meeting started at 9:34 AM. Those attending in person introduced themselves. Ethan introduced 
those attending virtually. 

2. Discussion Items 
a. Governor’s Traffic Safety Committee Posters 

Ethan Townsend indicated that the Governor’s Traffic Safety Committee (GTSC) posters are out for the 
year. The Transportation Council can obtain one or more posters for anyone that would like one – 
please contact Ethan to obtain one (etownsend@capitalmpo.org).  

b. Dunn Memorial Bridge Path 

Ethan Townsend provided an update on the Dunn Memorial Bridge bike/ped alternative route, which 
was closed recently for renovation. The path, which was originally intended to be a temporary detour, 
was instead upgraded and hardened into a permanent route. Minor work is still ongoing and is 
scheduled to be finished by the end of January.  

c. TAP Solicitation 

Ethan Townsend indicated that the solicitation for the Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) 
federal funding program for projects that provide alternatives to single-occupancy vehicles is open. 
Pre-review applications are due to NYSDOT tomorrow (1/15/26), and final applications will be due on 
March 12th. Projects will be scored on project benefits, alignment with the TAP, and the project 
management plan.  

d. Status of Regional Planning Initiatives 

Ethan Townsend provided an update on the Transportation Council’s various planning initiatives.  

3. Participant Updates 

Ivan Vamos provided some background, an update, and a request on the Little River project, the 
reopening of an internal waterway (the Little River) that was cut off by culverts when I-787 was 
constructed, along with a bike/ped route to connect to the Empire State Trail. This concept has been 
included as potential addition component to the Reimagine I-787 PEL study, however, the PEL study 
gave the project a higher cost than the advocates believe is appropriate. Ivan has requested that a 
presentation from the advocate committee be given at the next ATAC meeting, which Ethan 
confirmed he would attempt to schedule.  

Scott Miller shared that the RFP for the engineering feasibility study for the trail connector between 
Freeman’s Bridge and Ballston Lake has been issued. The project is a joint effort between Saratoga 
County, the Schenectady Metroplex Development Authority, the Town of Ballston, the Town of Clifton 
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Park, and the Town of Glenville. Scott believes that the RFP was issued by Saratoga County. For those 
who would like to see the RFP, please contact Ethan (etownsend@capitalmpo.org), who will make the 
connection with Scott. 

James Rath shared challenges he and others have experienced already this winter, where 
infrastructure, particularly bridges, have been inaccessible for extended periods due to snow and ice.  

This is a trend that is noticed every winter when snow and ice are present. He expressed appreciation 
for the  Transportation Council’s Sidewalk Snow Removal Policies interactive map that shows which 
entities are responsible for snow removal on sidewalks, but noted that it often doesn’t reflect who 
maintains large infrastructure pieces like bridges, particularly when there are local agreements 
between DOT and municipalities. He wondered if there any discussion between DOT and local 
communities about improving winter maintenance of this infrastructure? 

Valerie Deane indicated that she could ask about this when she returns to the office. Ethan added that 
the Transportation Council can probably do some additional mapping work to identify those critical 
pieces of active transportation infrastructure and document which entities are responsible for 
maintenance. James indicated that the staff at Capital Streets have discussed creating a map that 
shows the status of snow and ice clearing efforts, using feedback received from community members. 

Christopher Morris shared that the NYS Office of Parks, Recreation & Historic Preservation did a 
Greenway Trails Plan with the state in 2021. The Office is starting the process of the required five-year 
update for that plan, and there will be associated public and partner input opportunities. Last spring 
the Office put out an Empire State Trail etiquette video for bike/e-bike/ped, and it will be releasing 
that video again this spring.  

Ethan Townsend indicated that e-bike etiquette and dangerous behavior associated with e-bikes is 
something that the Transportation Council is increasingly hearing about. The Transportation Council 
will place more of a focus on e-bikes in 2026 and plans to develop e-bike educational materials for 
municipalities is in its 2026 planning work program. 

Christopher then indicated that the NYS Office of Parks, Recreation & Historic Preservation put out a 
new small grant opportunity under the Recreational Trails Program (RTP) this fall. The grant 
opportunity is specific to safety and education around trail use. More information is available at: 
https://parks.ny.gov/get-involved/grants/trails-education-funding   

Linda von der Heide indicated that law enforcement personnel’s ability to access the trails to enforce 
e-bike and other relevant laws is an important consideration.  

John Mitchell shared an update on the issue he brought up at the last meeting regarding Central 
Avenue in Mechanicville. Both Kevin Tollisen (Town Supervisor, Halfmoon) and Mayor Michael Butler 
(Mechanicville) are happy with the road diet idea. It could end up being a redirection of the Empire 
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State Trail. Capital Streets gave a presentation to the locals, which could maybe be a presentation for 
a future ATAC meeting.  

4. Upcoming 2026 Meetings 

Ethan Townsend shared the 2026 ATAC meeting schedule. The meetings will be on April 8, July 8, and 
October 21, Wednesdays, at 9:30 AM. Meetings will continue to be hybrid and streamed on YouTube. 

5. Feature Documentary: From Rails to Trails 

The main focus of the meeting was a screening of the documentary From Rails to Trails, which 
explored the history of projects converting abandoned rail lines into multi-use trails. 

Ethan Townsend gave a brief introduction to the documentary and then played it for the group. 
Following the documentary there was group discussion about rail trails in the Capital Region. Ethan 
shared a map showing the Transportation Councils information about where active and abandoned 
rail lines are located. Ivan Vamos shared that when a railway is abandoned it becomes very difficult for 
a transportation agency to try to make it into a rail trail, due in large part to the proceedings 
surrounding right of way. Dealing with strange easements in deeds and maintaining the rights of way 
are also issues. The group discussed challenges in all trail development, and how it’s important to 
highlight victories to keep people engaged in the process. 

Meeting ended at 11:16 AM.   
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